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know what to do. Beauteous damsels accompany his
wife, now transformed into a young, fascinating woman, as
she comes out to welcome him. Then follows a humorous
situation.
When worshiping him, she touched his hand, the sage ran away, frightened.
He trembled in every limb ; he could not see anything. He was bare-headed ;
his hair was flying about. When the beautiful lady tried to hold his hand, the
sage shrieked, "I have got into a new house. Forgive me, I have no
dishonest motive, I am old, and you are a young woman. My morals are
very strict ; I assure you, I have not come here lured by passion. Let me go.
Why do you worry me ? Be you happy." l
His wife explains how everything has been meta-
morphosed by the goodwill of Krshrsa ; and, as he enters
the house, SudSma himself is transformed into a radiant
youth.
His Da&amaskandha, Xth canto of the BhUgavata, is a
comparatively inferior work. The well-known lament of
Jasoda, when Krshna plunged into the Jumna to recover a
ball, is one of the finest poems of the author.
Why, my dark one, did you plunge into the river, leaving your poor mother
behind?
The waters of the Jumna are dark; the black Kali lives in it. How can I
hope to meet you again ? How will you come back to me ?
My chfld was my life, but fate has robbed me of it. I did not know how to
preserve my jewel ; and it is now lost to me. When well advanced in life,
I had a son ; I nursed him ; I brought him up. But the sweetness which I
had gathered is now gone. Bereaved, I am on fire.
When will I see you— a pearl hi your nose, anklets on your feet, the peacock
crown on your head,— coming back to me with the returning cattle? You
have flung yourself into the deep waters; how will you live? Who will now
play with your peacock, your parrot, and your doll ?
You are gone, and I am alive ; our love was destined to be short-lived.
How shall I face the world ? Yes, the ball was just an excuse ; really, you must
have been offended with me. When you were an infant, I once bound you to
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